President’s talk 2015 – given by the Chair, Mary Sorene:
The President has sent a message.
PRESIDENT: I apologise for not being able to joint you, but I am working
today. In addition I have been asked to help out on a full-time course for a
couple of hours a week and that means that I am very busy during term
time. I also have evening classes on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, so the different locations I am at means I am travelling from
place to place and just about make it on time!
I still try and find time, admin and working, marking permitting, to do some
steno practice, but obviously with teaching shorthand all day, nearly every
day, my skills are kept up to date.
I just want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Best Wishes for the
holiday season and the New Year and give you an opportunity to progress
with the Annual General Meeting. Merry Christmas everyone.
MARY SORENE: I am going to talk to you about my trip to the Gallery of
Shorthand at the Alfonse M. D’Amato Federal Courthouse, Central Islip,
New York. I have a lot of photographs to show you, so it won’t be me just
talking all the time.

I planned a trip to New York to attend the National Court Reporters
Association’s Annual Convention. I am a member and through them,
several years ago, I gained my Certified Reporting Instructor (CRI)
qualification.
I had learned that Dominic Tursi, the founder of the Museum, was offering
a tour to those attending the Convention. Incidentally, Dom became
a member of the IPS a few years ago, so I emailed him to confirm my visit.

Let me now fast forward to my arrival in New York, at the Midtown Hilton,
and meeting up with others who were going on the tour on Wednesday 30
July 2015.
The good news for us was that as there were several “out of towners” Dom,
at his own expense, had organised a stretched limo to take us there and
back, rather than each of us taking a train to and from Penn Station which
itself was several blocks away from the hotel and would then have involved
a taxi from Islip station to the courthouse.
I have photos of the limo at the hotel and then when we arrived at the court
house.

The “out of towners” then had a private tour of the Museum before others
arrived.

Dom founded The Gallery of Shorthand when someone from the
department that runs the Federal Court building asked him to display his
collection of steno machines. Dom needed no further encouragement.
The Gallery of Shorthand officially opened on 30 September 2010.
Featured prominently in the grand rotunda of this Long Island federal
courthouse some 40 miles east of New York City, as you enter the
Courthouse the Gallery is immediately to your right.

The Gallery is open to the public for free viewing during usual court hours.
Tours are available by prearrangement with Gallery Director Dom Tursi –
a fulltime court reporter in the same building.

The Gallery of Shorthand relates the history of one of mankind’s oldest
professions.
Yes, I know what you’re thinking! But, you’re wrong! There is more than
one “world’s oldest profession”…and, all of us, the modern day scribes are
members of it. Writers of Shorthand!

There are 10 Epochs displayed in the Gallery.

Epoch I begins with the earliest form of written expression in what is now
called Iraq in 3500 BC. The Sumerians came to realize that any important
thought should be preserved.

Epoch II starts in 206 BC in China. The Chinese had a different reason for
inventing faster and faster ways of writing. Apparently, they wanted to
capture confessions after arrests as quickly as possible and needed fast
ways of writing down what the accused was saying and sign it off
Epoch III in the Gallery is Roman shorthand. This epoch starts in 63 BC,
when Cicero invented the first system of short writing as used by his slave
Tiro, who essentially was Cicero’s reporter.
Epoch IV starts in 500 AD with the abolition of shorthand, as during the
Middle Ages it was considered cryptography, diabolical, black magic and
witchcraft.
Epoch V starts in 1588, and is known as “The vital 250 years”. This was
when Timothy Bright invented his system of shorthand.
Epoch VI is “the revolutionary system of shorthand”, based on phonetics
when, in 1837, a 24 year old English teacher by the name of Isaac Pitman

published Stenographic Sound-Hand. This system, was later renamed
Phonography, Writing by Sound or simply Pitman Shorthand.
Epoch VII is about the proliferation of shorthand in Europe. England,
Germany, Italy and France.
Epoch VIII looks at the proliferation of shorthand in America.
Epoch IX brings us closer to today with mechanised shorthand.
Epoch X however, brings us right up to date with sophisticated electronic
shorthand machines, specially designed computer software and state-ofthe-art wireless and internet technology.
This includes Realtime Reporting (instantaneous translation of the spoken
word back into the written word);
Closed Captioning (subtitles on the TV); and
CART (Communication Access Realtime Translation) for deaf and hard of
hearing people. In the UK we call it VSTTR Verbatim Speech-to-Text
Reporting.
The full text of Dom Tursi’s research may be found on his website -

http://www.galleryofshorthand.org/history.html
- as my talk on my visit is merely an overview.
On 30 July 2015 it wasn’t too long before others arrived and we sat down in
the left-hand side of the foyer and Dom spoke to us about his Gallery which
was on the opposite side of the main entrance.

Believed to be the only museum of its kind, The Gallery uses more than 30
stenotype machines, 50 books, and 20 pictorial illustrations and artefact
replicas to remind what has largely been taken for granted: the role of
shorthand in the preservation of thought, and the front-row seats occupied
by shorthand artisans at events which have shaped history. Open to the
public during normal court hours, admission is free.

Lunch was laid on and then there was a surprise. The Judge that Dom had
said was coming down to talk to us had, instead, invited us into his
Chambers.
This is Judge Joseph F Bianco who was appointed as a United States
District Judge in the Eastern District of New York by President George W.
Bush on 3 January 2006.
Judge Bianco spoke to us about the museum and, of course, Dom Tursi,
but what was most fascinating for me was that the judge then spoke about
the fact that nearly each week of the school year, he invites classes of
schoolchildren to visit his courtroom and, indeed, he also accommodates
them his Chambers. They are usually fifth graders, 10-yearolds. Therefore, we were a little older and larger than his usual audience.

The judge, appearing very relaxed without his gown, doesn’t just talk to
them about the court and the law, but he gets them interacting with each
other by taking on the parts of the prosecuting and defence counsel, the
judge and jury, and by role play, re-enacting such well-known things as
Romeo and Juliet. I am sure that he has inspired many students to not only
keep on the straight and narrow, but also to enter the legal profession.

At the end of the session the students are given a “gavel” a pencil with two
erasers on the end. We too were given them. A lovely memento.

Most people just get to spend an hour at the Gallery. I spent over half
a day there travelling to and from in the luxury of a stretched limo and in the
company of like-minded professional reporters. It was a wonderful day out
and I recommend The Gallery of Shorthand to anyone who is in the area.
Mary Sorene
Chair
12 December 2015

Some Posters from the Museum:

Poster showing Dom Tursi, in his younger days, at a speed contest:

